
 

 

NEWSLETTER SUMMER TERM 2019 (1) 

EMMANUEL CE (VA) MIDDLE SCHOOL 
Howe Lane, Verwood, Dorset BH31 6JF  - Tel: 01202 828100 / Fax: 01202 828104 
Email: office@emmanuel.dorset.sch.uk / Website: www.emmanuel.dorset.sch.uk 
Executive Headteacher: Mr R Jenkinson / Head of School: Mr R Christopher 

Dear Parents, Carers and Pupils, 
 
Welcome to our first Summer newsletter. 
 
You will find a newsletter packed full of information about pupils endeavours both in 
and outside of school.  
 
This half-term is rightly dominated by year 6 SATs and they certainly rose to the 
challenge of the week and I eagerly await the results in July. I am sure they did 
everyone proud. Our chill day on Friday was exactly what was required and thanks to the 
PTFA for the lovely extra of the ice-cream van! 
 
Next half-term is always full throttle as each year group starts to plan for the following 
academic year. Mrs Weir and Mrs Binning have begun visiting first schools as transition to 
us kicks in. We have had meetings with both upper schools and some pupils have been 
out to visit as part of their preparations. 
 
'I'm a Scientist, Get Me Out of Here!' is progressing well. The pupils were working with 
bendy carrots and links to Mexico this week! The pupils involved in this are having such a 
great time and they are getting a great deal from the combination of Mrs Etheridge and 
Mrs Hortop. I should also mention how much the pupils get from the lunchtime science 
clubs. This weekõs catapults made from lollipop sticks, elastic bands and plastic spoons 
were impressive!  
 
Thank you for your continued support and regular feedback. 
 
Have a great week, hopefully the weather holds. 
 
Rob Christopher 
Head of School 

PTFA 
Summer Fayre 

 
The PTFA Summer Fayre will be held on Friday 

12th July 2019 
6.00pm ð 8.00pm 

Half Term 
 
School finishes for half term on Friday 24th 
May at 3.20pm and pupils return to school 
on Monday 3rd June 2019. 



 

 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION 
Administration of Medicines 

 
 

If you wish school staff to administer medication to your child, parents must complete the 
consent form which can be obtained from the school office or on the school website 

(Information/School Forms).  Staff will be unable to administer any medication (this includes 
Strepsils and similar throat lozenges) without the required form - a note in the diary or a letter 

will not be acceptable. 
Staff are unable to administer aspirin or medicines containing ibuprofen unless they are 

prescribed by a doctor. 
All medicines must be in their original box or container. 

All prescribed medicines must be provided in the original container as dispensed by a 
pharmacist and include the instructions for administration. 

Child Protection 

Our Designated Safeguarding Lead in school is 
Mrs Alice Ponchaud (Assistant Headteacher).  
If you have any concerns related to child 
protection issues please contact her through 
the school office.  If Mrs Ponchaud is 

unavailable please speak to Mr Christopher, 
Head of School, or Mrs Robertson who are our 
Deputy Designated Safeguarding Leads. 

IS YOUR CHILD LEAVING AT THE END OF TERM? 
 

If your child is leaving us at the end of term (excluding the Year 8 students going to Upper School), 
have you informed the school office of their destination school? 
 
It is very important that the school office has a note of all children who will be leaving so they can 
transfer the relevant information to your childõs new school. 

Sports Day 

Sports Day will be held on the mornings of 
Wednesday 12th and Thursday 13th June. If 
the weather is hot please try and ensure your 
child has a sun hat, sun cream and enough to 
drink.  With regards to taking photos on 
Sports Day; please ensure that if you take a 
photograph of your child and have other 
children in it and you plan to publish it on 
Facebook etc, you have permission from that 

childõs parent to do so. 

School Uniform Reminder 

If out buying new school uniform for next term, 
skirts should be grey or black (flared or pleated) 
and the length should be just above or below the 
knee and trousers should be plain grey or black 
straight legged.  Please ensure all items are 
named ready for the start of next term. 

School Photographer 

The School Photographer 
will be in school on 
Thursday 6th June to 
take class photographs 
and a full Year 8 photo. 

Dr Bike 
 
We have had a very successful Dr Bike session this week. Dan and 
John from Sustrans carried out safety checks and did some minor 
repairs on bikes ridden into school on Wednesday. One concern 
they have fed back is that children riding BMX stunt bikes to 
school, do not always have front brakes and this can make them 
less safe when riding on roads. Good news for all scooter owners- 
there will be a Dr scooter session in July. 

Water Bottles 
 

As the weather is warming up, please can we 
ask that all pupils come to school with a 
refillable water bottle.  It is essential that 
children are able to hydrate during the day, 
especially when the weather is hot. 

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://blog.darlinghurst.co.uk/photographer%2520-%2520blog.gif&imgrefurl=http://blog.darlinghurst.co.uk/blog/_archives/2008/10&usg=__1TXuoX-6sPk6CgqytyNEcP_4JyI=&h=160&w=132&sz=5&hl=en&start=174&zoom=1&tbnid=4HzIPnGRB65ff


 

 

Iõm a Scientist Get Me Out of Here 
 
 

Year 6 pupils who were selected to take part in the Iõm a Scientist Get Me Out of Here 

after school club have been enjoying themselves getting stuck into some new topics.  

They have been reviewing rocket seed growth, identifying the parts of a cell 

by creating Elodea and Onion cell slides to be viewed under the microscope and 

making their own plant cells.   They have also been identifying the key elements 

necessary for photosynthesis (plants making their own food) and conducting an 

experiment to see which form of light was best for photosynthesis.  

 

 



 

 

PUPIL NEWS 

As you will know from Mr Christopherõs weekly bulletin we have a lot of pupils who are 
excelling at their chosen sports outside of school. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Kitty-Jay  competed in two national races at the Stoke 
Ski Centre. She won on both days and in addition won the 
ôFastest Mini Girl Racerõ and received a fantastic shield 
for engraving. The shield is very inspiring as she gets to 
see her name next to girls who are now part of the U18 
GB Development Squad! Great motivation to keep trying 
her best. 
  

 
 
Erin Lush took part in her first 
Triathlon at St Michaelõs 
Middle School on Sunday 19th 
May and thoroughly enjoyed 
it! There were only 4 children 
competing in her age group 
and she came second.   The 
event involved, 12 lengths of 
a pool ð 216m, 1600m of Run ð 
4 laps of 400m circle and 
4200m Bike Ride ð 5 laps of 
the bigger field 840m circle. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Verity Webber has been accepted into the National Tennis Tournament (Grade 2).  
There were over 60 entries and they only accept the top ranked 24 - she got in as 
number 9. This will be a very tough tournament but will be a fantastic experience and 
she is very excited. 
 
She has also been selected to play for Dorset in the 10U County Cup, with the winning 
county going forward to the Finals in June. 



 

 

PE NEWS 
 
On Friday 10th May, 16 pupils from year 7 and 8 went to Moors Valley to compete in a 
mountain biking competition. They all did extremely well and we're waiting for the 
results to be emailed to us. Well done to everyone that took part. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
On Wednesday 15th May, 26 year 8 sports leaders went to Verwood first school to help 
organise and supervise pupils at the Sports day. The feedback that we have had from 
the first school about how well the Sports leaders did was outstanding! Well done to 
all involved. 
 
Year 6 Netball Team 
The team have performed so well this year. We entered a league with 14 teams 
competing. We made the semi-final, then the final, finishing second overall. An 
amazing result, well done!! 
 
On Friday 17th May 14 sports leaders were involved in training to organise and run a 
tennis festival. The festival is for the first schools and will be hosted at Emmanuel 
Middle school on Friday 24th May. Good luck to all involved. 



 

 

YEAR 6 POTTERNE PARK/MOORS VALLEY 
 
 
When we got to school, we got told by our teachers that we were going to be last to 
walk down to Potterne Park and we were all disappointed. I asked the teacher 
whether or not we would be the last class back and Mr Timmins said yes, and our 
disappointment was lifted! Due to having time to kill, we put on a film (Matilda) which 
we very much enjoyed. By the time we were half way through the film we got told to 
go to the toilet, get our bags and line up to get ready to walk. 
 
As we were walking to Potterne Park, we got a few waves from people driving past 
and a couple of beeps for us to wave back too! Everyone in our class was waving, it 
was so much fun. 
 
Then we got there! Mr Brenton and Miss Howeõs classes were already starting to head 
off to Moors Valley, whilst Mrs Anderson and our class (6MT) were playing in the park 
and on the field with lots of P.E equipment, such as: tennis rackets, balls, footballs, 
rounders equipment, cricket bats and much more. In the park we had a lot of fun 
pushing people on the swings and people pushing us. It was great! 
 
Before our BBQ, my friends and I (Ella) were throwing and catching tennis balls when 
one of their balls rolled away so I went to fetch it. After I had collected her ball, one 
of my other friends had a tennis racket and I got a nasty whack on my nose and I sadly 
had to go home (but having a free ice-cream to takeaway made it feel better). 
 
After all our fun and games, it was time for our delicious BBQ. Once the first batch 
was done we all lined up, our tummies rumbling. Mrs Anderson's class got to line up 
first so by the time they had got their lunch they had run out of burgers and hotdogs 
for us, so Mr Christopher and helpers had to make the second batch. My friend (Grace) 
was at the end of the line when they had finished the first batch so she had to wait till 
the second round of burgers were cooked, which took a little while because they had 
to be cooked to a certain temperature. Finally, it was cooked so she sat down and 
enjoyed her salad, biscuits, Doritos and burger! 
 
After we had had our lunch it was time for an ice-cream! We both had a Mr Whippy 
before I went home, it was delicious. My friend sat down and enjoyed it with everyone 
else. During the period of everyone eating their ice-cream we were all waiting to do 
the last swap of the day, with two of the other classes. 
 
Finally, we are off. We had less time at Moors Valley, due to the BBQ taking a little bit 
more time than expected. It was a long walk but there were lots to see, including 
swans, golfers, dogs on a walk with their owners and, all the cows. When we got there 
we played in the park. Me and Daisy loved the zip wire and the big climbing frames! It 
was amazing. There were also lots more to play on, such as: a giant slide, a spider 
web, a rock to climb and a tyre swing. 
 
Eventually, it was time for the long walk back to school. Lots of people had aching 
legs and were a bit tired of our fun day out on our reward trip. Even I (Grace) was 
exhausted. I was so glad when I gradually made it to the school gates! Overall, I had 
an amazing day at Potterne and Moors Valley it was an enjoyable and excellent 
experience. I really appreciate the teachers and staff taking us out of school for the 
day after our week of SATs had finished; much better than some of the lessons we 
would've had back with the rest of the school! 
 
Written by Grace T and Ella H (6MT) 
 
 
 
 



 

 

YEAR 6 POTTERNE PARK/MOORS VALLEY 



 

 

My Trip to RAF WARMA 
By Emily Harrison 8TW 

 
I go to Air Cadets, and we went on a camp at an RAF base in Cosford, where we were 
doing Radio coverage for a two day military march. We had to get to the minibus just 
before 10, as the staff had asked us to help load the vans. We packed all the radios, 
aerials, and masts in one, and all the luggage in the other. 
 
When we got there, we all had dinner at the chippy, then carried on to the base. As 
there were less rooms then we were meant to have, some people had to sleep on the 
floor in camp beds. In the morning, we had to get up at 5am, so I only got 6 hours of 
sleep. The showers were communal, so you had to shower in your swimming costume! 
 
In the morning, you got split into your different stations, which were Relay, checkpoint 
1, 2, and 3, and Control. It was our job to tell the March Control about marchers who 
were injured or had dropped out so that they could be picked up or have first aid. I 
was on Checkpoint 2 the first day, then changed to Control, so I was lucky, as they 
were both indoors! The people on relay the first day were freezing, as they were in a 
gazebo with no sides, and it was really windy. When you are on relay, you have to be 
there all day, as all the messages have to go through relay first. When I was on Control, 
I played different card games with people, as not much happens in Control. 
 
On the second day, I was on relay the whole day and, though it wasnõt as cold as the 
day before, it was still freezing! We had to huddle up in blankets until about 1 o clock 
as the pub down the road didnõt open until 12. When they opened, they brought us 
down tea and coffee which was really nice. After that we gradually warmed up, and we 
got to see all the marchers from different regiments go past. There were a few 
regiments from different countries as well, and we saw Germans, Spanish, Belgians and 
a few more. When they went past, we asked them if they had any spare badges to 
collect, and we got loads! On Sunday we went home, and we didnõt get back until 
10pm! 
 
 


